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ORDINANCE NO. 2000- 012 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 16 OF THE PALM BEACH COUNTY 
CODE, ARTICLE III, (ORDINANCE NO. 99-74), 
PERTAINING TO BURGLAR ALARMS; AMENDING 
DEFINITION OF FALSE ALARM; AMENDING ALARM 
PERMITS REQUIRED; FEE; RENEWAL; AMENDING 
APPLICATION FOR ALARM PERMIT; EMERGENCY 
NOTIFICATION; REPORTING SERVICE INFORMATION; 
AMENDING APPEALS; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF 
LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS 
AND ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 


WHEREAS, it is hereby found and determined that false alarms 
constitute a public nuisance and that the response of the sheriff's 
office results in costs and expenses to the sheriff; and 

WHEREAS, the sheriff's office has identified changes that 
would improve the effectiveness of enforcement and the efficiency 
of administration of the existing burglar alarm ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the changes serve a valid public purposes, furthering 
the interests of the public’s health, safety, and general welfare. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. Definitions. 

Section 3 of Palm Beach County Ordinance No. 99-74 is hereby 

amended to read: 

False alarm means an alarm dispatch request where the 
responding deputy finds no evidence of a criminal offense or 
attempted criminal offense after completing an investigation of the 
alarm site. False alarms include alarms caused by user error, 
weather or power outages less than two hours and/or technical or 
mechanical failure. Excluded are alarms caused by tornado, 


hurricane, fire, and telephone line trouble outside the alarm 
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premises. 


Section 2. Alarm permits required; fee; renewal. 


(b) With the exception of those alarm users in gated 
communities serviced by private security firms or in-house security 
which are required to respond to alarms, within thirty (30) days of 
the effective date of this Ordinance, alarm permits shall be 
acquired from the sheriff's office by the alarm or monitoring 
company upon submission of a permit application and permit fee of 
twenty four dollars ($24.00) per customer of the alarm or 
monitoring company. If the alarm user does not utilize an alarm or 
monitoring company, then the alarm user shall be required to submit 
the permit application and the twenty four dollar ($25.00) permit 
fee. An alarm or monitoring company or nonmonitored alarm user 
that has paid the twenty five ($25.00) permit fee prior to 
enactment of this Ordinance shall not be required to pay this 
permit fee until the expiration of the current permit. Thereafter, 
however, the permit fee for all non-monitored alarm users and alarm 
companies, including those serviced by private security firms or 
in-house security, shall be determined as specified in Section 5(b) 
of this Ordinance. All non-monitored alarm users and alarm 
monitoring companies are required to register with the sheriff's 
office each year. If the alarm is not audible and cannot be heard 
outside the property and the sheriff's office is not expected to 
respond, it shall be exempt from this Ordinance. The application 
and registration will be provided free of charge. Failure or 
refusal to register shall result in a fine of $500.00 per non- 
monitored alarm user or alarm monitoring company and discontinued 
sheriff's response to accounts registered with the company. After 
the thirty-day enactment period of this Ordinance, applications and 


permit fees must be made to the sheriff's office which will issue 
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permits to alarm companies and non-monitored alarm users. 


Section 3. Application for alarm permit; emergency 


notification; reporting service information. 


Section 5(a) of Palm Beach County Ordinance No. 99-74 is 
hereby amended to read: 

(a) Applications. Any non-monitored alarm user or any alarm 

> 

company who installs, monitors and/or activates an alarm system, 
shall be required to obtain an alarm permit. Applications for 
alarm permits shall be made on forms provided by the sheriff's 
office. Each application shall be accompanied by an alarm user fee 
of twenty four dollars ($24.00), except that those alarm users in 
gated communities serviced by private security firms or in-house 
security which are required to respond to alarms are not required 
to submit the $24.00 fee. This fee is to be remitted by the alarm 
company or non-monitored alarm user to the Sheriff's office for the 
first year after the effective date of this Ordinance. After the 
effective date of this Ordinance, any new non-monitored user and 
any new alarm company, shall obtain a permit and pay a fee in the 
amount of twenty four dollars ($24.00) per customer of the alarm 
company and twenty four dollars ($24.00) per non-monitored alarm 
user for their first year of operation in order to establish a 
false alarm rate. 

Section 4. Appeals. 

Section 8(k) of Palm Beach County Ordinance No. 99-74 is 
hereby amended to read: 

(k) The appeals process will begin with the first alarm. A 
fourth false alarm shall result in suspension of sheriff’s office 
response for one(1) year from the date of the fourth false alarm, 
excluding robbery/panic alarms. An exception to this loss of 


response may be granted if the alarm user agrees to significantly 


upgrade the alarm system before notification of alarms to the 
sheriff's office and correcting all mechanical problems in the 
alarm equipment or if the problem is non-mechanical, to receive 
training in the use of the alarm system and the current alarm 
ordinance. The training program shall be approved by the sheriff's 
office. Upon meeting said requirements, the alarm user shall be 
granted two (2) additional false alarms for a total of six (6). A 
fifth false alarm shall result in a fine of $250.00 and the 
sheriff's office shall provide written notice to the alarm user 
that the sixth false alarm shall result in a fine of $250.00 and 
suspension of sheriff's office response for one year, however, the 
sheriff shall continue to respond to 911 calls and robbery/panic 
alarms. 
Section 5. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT. 


All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions 


of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such 


conftilict- 


Section 6. SEVERABILITY. 


If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word 
of this Ordinance is for any reason held by the Court to be 
unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such holding shall not 
affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 


Section 7. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES. 


The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a 
part of the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, 
Florida. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or 
relettered to accomplish such, and the word "ordinance" may be 


changed to "section", "article", or other appropriate word. 
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SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective June 


4e 2006. 


APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of 


2 
Palm Beach County, Florida, on this the 23 day of 
February x 2000: 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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Filed with the Department of State on the ist day of March __, 


2000. 
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